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consider them in connexion with the duty, of which
we have now been exhibiting some of the leading
characters.
It is an, undeniable fact, for the truth of which
we may safely appeal to every age and nation, that
the situation of the performers, particularly of those
of the female sex, is remarkably unfavourable to the
maintenance and growth of the religious and moral
principle, and of course highly dangerous to their
eternal interests. Might it not then be fairly asked,
how far, in all who confess the truth of this position,
it is consistent with the sensibility of Christian bene-
volence, merely for the entertainment of an idle hour,
to encourage the continuance of any of their fellow-
creatures in such a way of life, and to take a part
in tempting any others to enter into it; how far
considering that, by their own concession, they are
employing whatever they spend in this way, in
sustaining and advancing the cause of vice, and
consequently in promoting misery, they are herein
bestowing this share of their wealth in a manner
agreeable to the intentions of their holy and benevo-
lent Benefactor ? how far also they are not in this in-
stance the rather criminal, from there being so many
sources of innocent pleasure open to their enjoyment ?
how far they are acting conformably to that golden
S
rinciple, of doing to others as we would they should
o to us ? how far they harmonize with the spirit of
the Apostle's affectionate declaration, that he would
deny himself for his whole life the most innocent
indulgence, nay, what might seem almost an abso-
lute necessary, rather than cause his weak fellow-
Christian to offend! or lastly, how far they are
influenced by the solemn language of our Saviour
himself; " It must needs be that offences come, but
woe to that man by whom the offence cometh; it
were better for him that a mill-stone were hanged

